District Contest Overview
Horticulture- member identifies 20 vegetables and fruits, and 20 house, nursery, and garden plants.  Contestants will place 2 classes of horticultural products based on quality and condition.
Wildlife- each contestant will identify 50 wildlife species by common name, use correct spelling, and answer 25 general knowledge questions.
Entomology- the novice contestants are required to identify 25 insects by their common name in 25 minutes.  Junior contestants identify 25 insects by common name and give their type of mouthparts.  25 minutes are allowed for name identification and 25 minutes for mouthparts.
Livestock Skill-a-thon- breed identification from photographs, equipment identification, feed identification, includes meat judging class (rank retail cuts), and meat identification.
Livestock Judging: This is a team competition in which a class of four live animals is judged or evaluated. Selected livestock species will be provided, and the team is required to place them and give reasons.
FCS Skill-a-thon- this contest requires the contestant to identify several sewing, cooking, and home interior items. In addition, contestants will complete a Food and Nutrition Judging class.
Horse Bowl- 30 questions from several categories are given to a team (4 Members). Topics include Horse nutrition, genetics, breeding, anatomy, breeds, parasites, horse psychology, etc.
Horse Judging - this is a team competition in which a class of four horses is judged or evaluated: halter class (young-aged horses), performance class. Teams provide placement and give reasons.
Consumer Decision Making- the contestant provides the contestant with several products. The contestant decides which product is the best, giving reasons, for example: Athletic Socks look at fibers, durability, price, color, construction, etc. 
Favorite Foods - contestants select a tested recipe from a reliable cookbook that can be prepared in less than 1 hour. Categories are:
Nutritious snack or beverage
Bread
Sandwich
Main dish
Salad
Fruit or vegetable
Plan a menu, provide a freestanding recipe poster, and include a theme with appropriate table covering, dishes, glassware, and a centerpiece to complement your favorite food.
Fashion Review - contestant is judged on appearance and construction of a garment they have constructed from any of the 4-H sewing projects. The member must be enrolled in the project.
Talent Review - single, pair, or group choose from one of the following categories: comedy, vocal, musical, choreographed routines, or drama.  Perform for judges.
Public Speaking
Poetry- a member memorizes a poem to present to judges
Prepared Speech- The member prepares a speech for this contest that meets the required time limit.
Novice - 2-4 minutes. Junior - 4- 6 minutes.
Impromptu: the topic is provided at the contest, and members have only a few minutes to prepare.
Length of Speech: Novice, 1 minute minimum, and  Junior, 2 minutes minimum
 Presentations – 
Agriculture Presentation Contest
Members should be currently enrolled in Animal Science, Horticulture and Agronomy, or Natural Science projects.  Refer to the State 4-H Projects and Literature Materials Handbook (200 B-3) for a list of specific projects.
FCS Presentation Contest
Members should be currently enrolled in Home Economics (clothing, foods, food preservation, housing), Consumer Education, or Family Life projects.  Refer to the State 4-H Projects and Literature Materials Handbook (200 B-3) for a list of specific projects.
General Presentations Contest
Members should be currently enrolled in Engineering, Personal Growth and Development, Creative Arts or Arts and Crafts projects.  Refer to the State 4-H Projects and Literature Materials Handbook (200 B-3) for a list of specific projects.
General Information:
A presentation is composed of one or two persons and may be a demonstration or an illustrated talk.  A demonstration is a presentation that shows how to perform a skill, with an explanation of why each step is important.  It is a "show and tell" on how to do something.
 An illustrated talk is a presentation of information using a flannel graph, charts, flashcards, slides, models, photographs, a chalkboard, an overhead projector, or actual objects. Emphasis is on showing, not on performing the actual process, as in a demonstration.
Additional comments regarding presentations:
-Live animals may be used; contestant must bear the expense.
-Contestant is not required to use a recipe from the project book.  The idea is to use the principles/skills learned.
-Only judges may ask questions of the contestant.  Others in the audience may quiz 4-H'ers after judges have determined winners.
-Contestants are expected to bring their own supplies and equipment. Do not expect to borrow any items from the kitchen for food demonstrations, etc.
Presentation Guidelines
1.  Length
Length will be considered in the score.  Time for answering questions is not counted in the presentation length. One point will be deducted for each minute or fraction of a minute over or under the time limit.
Novice - Each presentation must be at least 2 minutes in length, but no longer than 10 minutes.  Time for answering questions is not counted in the presentation length.  One point will be deducted for each minute or fraction of a minute under 2 minutes or over 10 minutes.
Junior - Each presentation must be at least 5 minutes in length, but no longer than 10 minutes.  Time for answering questions is not counted in the presentation length.  One point will be deducted for each minute or fraction of a minute under 5 minutes or over 10 minutes.
2.      Participants should dress appropriately for the type of presentation.
3.      Excessive use of notes will result in a three-point penalty.
4.      Each participant is responsible for bringing any necessary visuals, supplies, equipment, easels, etc.  Special arrangements must be made when entries are submitted.
5.      Following each presentation, judges will be allowed to ask participants questions directly related to the area of the presentation, their public speaking experience or their overall 4-H participation.
Meats
In this contest, you’ll get to explore different cuts of beef, pork, and lamb—just like the ones you see at the grocery store! You will look at 15 different cuts of meat and try to identify them based on their appearance.
During the contest, you’ll work quietly and study each cut carefully. Then you’ll answer simple questions about what you saw, such as:
· Which cut had the most or least fat?
· Which one was the biggest or smallest?
· Which cut looked meatier?
Your answers help show how well you can observe and compare the cuts. If two contestants tie, judges will look at how well you named the meat cuts to decide the winner.
